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Text Output to Tool Calls: Applications of 'Agentic Al' in the Humanities

This talk shows how 'agentic Al' can be applied to concrete tasks in the humanities. Today, a
central application of Large Language Models (LLMs) is to have them carry out certain actions
‘autonomously': routing a model's output to tools makes processes automatable that were
previously hard to automate. Along the way, the talk introduces the Model Context Protocol
(MCP), one of the important standards behind this technology.

Dienstag, 22.09.2026 — Walter Benjamin Kolleg (Unitobler) / Online

Dr. David Hermann (Data Science Lab)

Kein Geld mehr vom SNF? Wie finanziere ich jetzt mein Buch?

Der Schweizerische Nationalfonds andert seine Férderpraxis fir Blicher. Langformat-Publikati-
onen, die nicht in einem SNF-geférderten Projekt entstanden sind, werden vom SNF finanziell
nicht mehr unterstitzt. Ausgenommen davon sind Dissertationen und Habilitationen. In dieser
Coffee Lecture, die im Rahmen der Open Access Week stattfindet, schauen wir uns an, welche
Alternativen es gibt. Wo kann man Geld fiir Buchpublikationen beantragen? Oder noch besser:
Wo kann man wissenschaftliche Bilicher auch ohne finanzielle Mitgift publizieren?

Dienstag, 20.10.2026 — Walter Benjamin Kolleg (Unitobler) / Online
Dr. Elio Pellin (Universitatsbibliothek)

Messy Humanities Data? Data Wrangling with OpenRefine

Spreadsheets with inconsistent spellings, duplicates, and typos are part of everyday research -
whether in metadata corpora, historical source registers, or bibliographic lists. OpenRefine is a
free, open-source tool developed specifically to deal with such data: to clean, standardise, and
enrich it. The Coffee Lecture first situates the topic within the context of research data man-
agement, then demonstrates, with examples from the humanities, what OpenRefine can and
cannot do.

Dienstag, 10.11.2026 — Walter Benjamin Kolleg (Unitobler) / Online

Adrian Demleitner (Digital Humanities), Ursula Loosli (Humanities Data Steward)

The Digital In/Justice Hub - a network project funded by the Digitalization Commission (2026-
2030)

The Digital In/Justice Hub serves as a transdisciplinary space for research and knowledge trans-
fer on digital injustice. It develops innovative approaches to researching how digital data and
Al reinforce, challenge, or transform societal power relations. Its offers include transdiscipli-
nary teaching, a lively network to engage in critical digital practices, and public events open to
all.

Dienstag, 01.12.2026 — Walter Benjamin Kolleg (Unitobler) / Online
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