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A free and open search engine to create 
visual overviews of research topics

Open Knowledge Maps

https://openknowledgemaps.org/
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Their mission

Open Knowledge Maps

A SUSTAINABLE PLATFORMOPEN AND NONPROFITREVOLUTIONIZE DISCOVERY
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… instead of lists

Knowledge Maps for discovery …



https://openknowledgemaps.org 
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Advantages
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How it works
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• Top 100 papers: important papers might be missing

• Only papers with an abstract can be used

• Visualization depends on the search results and metadata quality 

• Different languages are not easy to handle 

Limitations
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• Helpful tool to create visual overviews of research topics, find papers 
and identify relevant concepts

• Good starting point for your literature search

• Advantages and limitations

• Interesting to see further development, e.g., collaborative editing

Conclusion



Lecture notes & videos:       
www.unibe.ch/ub/sciencelibrary
 see «Coffee & Bit(e)»

Coffee & Bit(e)s Lottery:
Please give us some feedback.

This coffee lecture was:

 Great

 Good

 OK

 Not so good

 Waste of time

Comment: …….…………….

 Use survey in Zoom

 Lottery: short notice by email to

frnat@ub.unibe.ch

http://www.unibe.ch/ub/sciencelibrary
mailto:frnat@ub.unibe.ch


11

Thank you

Silvan Christen, Fachreferat Naturwissenschaften, UB Bern

Coffee & Bit(e)s spring 2021

for your attention

www.unibe.ch/ub/sciencelibrary  see «Coffee & Bit(e)» for lecture notes

http://www.unibe.ch/ub/sciencelibrary
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FAQs: https://openknowledgemaps.org/faq#faq-most-relevant

Roadmap: https://github.com/OpenKnowledgeMaps/open-discovery/blob/master/roadmap.md

Kraker, P., Kittel, C., & Enkhbayar, A. (2016). Open Knowledge Maps: Creating a Visual 

Interface to the World’s Scientific Knowledge Based on Natural Language Processing. 027.7 

Journal for Library Culture, 4(2), 98–103. doi:10.12685/027.7-4-2-157

Links and articles

https://openknowledgemaps.org/faq#faq-most-relevant
https://github.com/OpenKnowledgeMaps/open-discovery/blob/master/roadmap.md
http://0277.ch/ojs/index.php/cdrs_0277/article/view/157/355
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Kraker, P., Schramm, M., & Kittel, C. (2019). Open Knowledge Maps: Visuelle Literatursuche

basierend auf den Prinzipien von Open Science. Mitteilungen der Vereinigung Österreichischer

Bibliothekarinnen und Bibliothekare, 72(2), 460-477. doi:10.31263/voebm.v72i2.3202

Further background information: 

https://github.com/OpenKnowledgeMaps/Headstart#Background

Links and articles

https://journals.univie.ac.at/index.php/voebm/article/view/3202
https://github.com/OpenKnowledgeMaps/Headstart#Background
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https://openknowledgemaps.org/community#training-materials  Introduction to OKMaps

https://openknowledgemaps.org/

Sources

https://openknowledgemaps.org/community#training-materials
https://openknowledgemaps.org/

