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Introduction

Test file: TeXstudio with

MiKTeX distribution



3

• A class is a combination of typographical settings combined to form 

a document (file extension *.cls)

• Style files (or packages) change the design of a document (file

extension *.sty)

„If new commands could be used with any document class, then make them a 
package; and if not, then make them a class.“ 
From LaTeX2e for class and package writers, section 2.3

What is the difference between class and style?
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Latex Standard 

document classes:

- article

- report

- book

- letter

- slides

What is the difference between class and style?

Style file
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What is the difference between class and style?
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Different Options to change the look of your thesis

• Use style packages in your thesis file

• Create your own thesis class 

• Find templates which do the work for you
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Use packages to change your thesis file
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• Find standard *.cls files in your

MiKTeX repository

Create your own thesis class
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• Find standard *.cls files in your

MiKTeX repository

• Make a copy, RENAME it, and 

store it in your thesis folder (not 

in MiKTeX folder…)

• Try to make sense of the class

file structure and find the parts

you want to adjust

Create your own thesis class
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Rename: myownreport.cls

Comment change!

Create your own thesis class
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Create your own thesis class
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https://tex.stackexchange.com/questions/1319/showcase-of-beautiful-
typography-done-in-tex-friends

https://tex.stackexchange.com/questions/34301/how-to-add-some-
visual-style-and-pizzazz-to-course-notes

Sources for LaTeX Templates:

• www.latextemplates.com

• www.overleaf.com

• www.github.com

Examples for impressive LaTeX designs

Use thesis templates
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Use thesis templates

Kaobook template

Source: 
https://www.latextemplates.co

m/template/kaobook
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Use thesis templates

Kaobook template

Source: 
https://www.latextemplates.co

m/template/kaobook
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Use thesis templates

Classic thesis template

Source: 
https://www.overleaf.com/late

x/templates/classic-thesis-
style-v4-dot-2-by-andre-

miede/dwgtvykzvdtk
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Use thesis templates

Classic thesis template

Source: 
https://www.overleaf.com/late

x/templates/classic-thesis-
style-v4-dot-2-by-andre-

miede/dwgtvykzvdtk
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Use thesis templates

Tufte book template

Source: 
https://www.latextemplates.co

m/template/tufte-style-book
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Use thesis templates

Tufte book template

Source: 
https://www.latextemplates.co

m/template/tufte-style-book
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Different Options to change the look of your thesis

• Use packages in your thesis file

• Create your own thesis class 

• Find templates which do the work for you
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Next Coffee 

Lectures, slides and 

screencasts:

Research Support Services 

Science and Medical Libraries

University Library Bern

frnat.ub@unibe.ch

support_med.ub@unibe.ch

http://

bib.unibe.ch/scimed
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Now there is time for...

Questions & 

Discussion

Research Support Services 

Science and Medical Libraries

University Library Bern

frnat.ub@unibe.ch

support_med.ub@unibe.ch


