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Cumulative and monograph publications

Cumulative
• Chapter(s) or results can (or have to) 

be published as articles in journals 
ahead of dissertation submission

• Introductory Section (or umbrella – in 
German: "Mantelpapier") binds the 
chapters/articles together but is rarely 
published on its own 

• More prevalent in the natural and life 
sciences

Book-form
• The dissertation is an organic whole
• Aim is to publish the entire work at 

once in book-form
• More prevalent in HSS

Publishing a Cumulative Dissertation in OA on BORIS Theses

How dissertations are published



3

e.g. filing dissertations at Bern MedFak

"Submitting a Dissertation" (2023 ger)
"Die Universitätsbibliothek bietet 
Doktoranden/innen an, ihre Dissertation als 
Volltext im Internet zu veröffentlichen. Die Datei 
ist direkt der Universitätsbibliothek zu 
übergeben und muss inhaltlich identisch mit 
den gedruckten Pflichtexemplaren sein. Die 
Anleitung und die Einverständniserklärung 
können eingesehen werden unter 
BORISTheses"

Attention Graduate School PhDs:
Make sure to check the dissertation regulations 
of your graduate schools (GCB, GHS), e.g.:

Publishing a Cumulative Dissertation in OA on BORIS Theses

First off: know your dissertation regulations

https://www.medizin.unibe.ch/unibe/portal/fak_medizin/content/e505560/e511755/Merkblatt_Einreichen_der_Dissertation_12.2023_ger.pdf
https://www.ub.unibe.ch/service/open_science/dissertationen/index_ger.html
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Publishing on BORIS Theses

What it looks like to the reader

Publishing a Cumulative Dissertation in OA on BORIS Theses

Options

https://boristheses.unibe.ch/

https://boristheses.unibe.ch/
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Cumulative dissertations: rights, obligations

Rights questions with published texts
• Publisher contract stipulations

• Embargo
• Licence
• Version

• Funder obligations
• Embargo
• Licence
• Version

• University obligations (e.g. PhilNat)

Additional rights issues
• Copyright for third party material (e.g. 

images, media files)
• Privacy rights, sensitive data

TIPS: 
• publish articles immediately in OA 

with a CC-BY license
• clear third party material while writing

Publishing a Cumulative Dissertation in OA on BORIS Theses

Requirements
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For authors

Submission pack for BT
• PDF-A of dissertation with correct 

licencing information
• PDF-A with abstract
• Rights clearance documents
• Signed declaration of consent (send 

the original per mail)

Formalities
Dissertation must correspond formally 
and in terms of content with the version 
submitted to the faculty (incl. Cover)

Exceptions:
• Applied license information
• Removed author CV
• Layout or citation style of 

publishers can be applied

Publishing a Cumulative Dissertation in OA on BORIS Theses

Workflow Boris Theses
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For authors

Submission procedure:
• After acceptance by faculty and all 

necessary submission files were 
sent to boristheses@unibe.ch, send 
the signed declaration of consent to:

Universität Bern, Universitätsbibliothek Bern, E-Library, 

Hochschulstrasse 6, 3012 Bern

• Time to publication: approx. 10 days

Writing tool: SciFlow
• Create an account with your unibe.ch 

address
• https://www.ub.unibe.ch/services/ope

n_science/services/writing_tool/index
_eng.html

• There are templates you can use 
• Contact: elio.pellin@unibe.ch

Achtung: PhilNat: Guidelines for the 
design of the dissertation (DOCX, 28KB).

Publishing a Cumulative Dissertation in OA on BORIS Theses

Workflow Boris Theses

mailto:boristheses@unibe.ch
https://www.ub.unibe.ch/services/open_science/services/writing_tool/index_eng.html
https://www.ub.unibe.ch/services/open_science/services/writing_tool/index_eng.html
https://www.ub.unibe.ch/services/open_science/services/writing_tool/index_eng.html
mailto:elio.pellin@unibe.ch
https://www.philnat.unibe.ch/unibe/portal/fak_naturwis/content/e17061/e148295/e153738/pane153745/e302245/files302253/RichtlinienGestaltungDissertation2024EN_eng.docx
https://www.philnat.unibe.ch/unibe/portal/fak_naturwis/content/e17061/e148295/e153738/pane153745/e302245/files302253/RichtlinienGestaltungDissertation2024EN_eng.docx
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License

License information:
• If you publish your dissertation on 

BORIS Theses, you must include the 
open-access license in the front-
matter

• Make sure to link to the full-text of the 
chosen licence

• Point out, if various licences apply to 
different parts of the dissertation

Publishing a Cumulative Dissertation in OA on BORIS Theses

Workflow Boris Theses
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Get in touch!

More info on BORIS Theses
 BORIS Theses
 Information website
 Guidelines for submission
 Declaration of Consent

Contact
 boristheses@unibe.ch
 openaccess@unibe.ch 

Publishing a Cumulative Dissertation in OA on BORIS Theses

Further information and contact

https://boristheses.unibe.ch/
https://www.ub.unibe.ch/services/open_science/dissertations/index_eng.html
https://www.ub.unibe.ch/unibe/portal/unibiblio/content/e6304/e583799/e584509/e940011/files940021/Guidelines2021_eng.pdf
https://www.ub.unibe.ch/unibe/portal/unibiblio/content/e6304/e583799/e584509/e940011/files940022/DeclarationofConsent2021_eng.pdf
mailto:Boristheses@unibe.ch
mailto:openaccess@unibe.ch
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Thanks

for your 
attendance

Now there is time for...

Questions & 
Discussion

Research Support Services 
Science and Medical Libraries

University Library Bern
frnat.ub@unibe.ch 

support_med.ub@unibe.ch 

mailto:frnat.ub@unibe.ch
mailto:support_med.ub@unibe.ch
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