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Financing options for UniBe researchers

The Open Access Price-tag for Authors

Who pays for OA publishing? 

Researcher:
- @unibe
- finds journal
- Checks it in 
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Publish
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Author
Processing 
Charges (APC)

S
u
b
s
c
rip

tio
n

No costs:
Publish

E
x
te

rn
a
l

fu
n
d
in

g

APCs paid by 
funder (e.g. SNSF 
via ChronosHub

Read & Publish

Hybrid and some OA journals
- Only corresponding authors
- Some publishers
- Not all journals
- May have limited amount of

articles or pre-paid amount
- May change from year to yearO
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Pure OA Gold, no hybrid
- Only corresponding authors
- @ UniBe
- Application on website
- Max 2’500 CHF
- CC-BY

ACHTUNG!
APCs for hybrid journals that are not
part of our R&P deals cannot be
supported by the OA fund! Check:
- Possibility for OA green
- Alternative financing options (e.g. 

institute/faculty) 

G
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No costs:
Publish
(check 
embargo)

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/


How does it work?

The Open Access Price-tag for Authors

Resource 1: Read & Publish

- Big Deal license that has evolved to 
include subscriptions and funding for 
Open Access.

- READ: institution has access to a 
publisher's subscription content. 
Pricing often based on current 
subscriptions.

- PUBLISH: APCs for the institution's 
faculty are waived and built into the 
contract price. 



How does it work? (ctd)

The Open Access Price-tag for Authors

Resource 1: Read & Publish

← sample 
workflow

Sample UI →



R&P deals @ Uni Bern

The Open Access Price-tag for Authors

Resource 1: Read & Publish

 Elsevier

Agreement does not cover Cell Press journals and 
various society journals

 Springer Nature
Agreement does not cover Nature Group journals and 
journals from Scientific American 

 Wiley

Agreement does not cover Wiley’s Open Access Gold 
journals

 FAQ and further information on our website

 Questions: esupport@ub.unibe.ch

https://www.ub.unibe.ch/services/open_science/open_access/read_and_publish/index_eng.html
mailto:esupport@ub.unibe.ch


What is it?

The Open Access Price-tag for Authors

Resource 2: OA Fund @Uni Bern

 Part of national OA fund through
swissuniversities

 Financial support for gold open 
access articles

 APCs of up to 2’500 CHF (excl. VAT)

 Application via online form

 Criteria (a.o.): 

 Corresponding author w/campus acct.

 Journal in DOAJ

 CC-BY licence

 Website

https://doaj.org/
https://www.ub.unibe.ch/services/open_science/open_access/oa_fonds/index_eng.html


Application

The Open Access Price-tag for Authors

Resource 2: OA Fund @Uni Bern

Direct link

https://www.ub.unibe.ch/services/open_science/event_forms/application_for_open_access_publication_fund/index_eng.html


Process
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Resource 2: OA Fund @Uni Bern

Application Complete
Check by OA 
Fund team

Criteria
fulfilled

OA fund pays
publisher
directly

Check:
• Complete application
• Criteria fulfilled
• Correct billing adress
• Article uploaded to BORIS



Process for Frontiers
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Resource 2: OA Fund @Uni Bern

Frontiers 
submission

Accepted
Check by OA 
Fund team

Criteria
fulfilled

OA fund pays
Frontiers 
directly

Check:
• Submission appears on OA Fund’s Frontiers dashboard
• Criteria fulfilled – «accept»
• Article uploaded to BORIS
ACHTUNG: 
• Limited funds per year
• Campus account needed
• Declined if SNSF-funded
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Resource 3: SNSF via ChronosHub
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Resource 3: SNSF via ChronosHub
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Resource 3: SNSF via ChronosHub



Who pays for APCs?

Funding sources (general)

• HEI via:
• Read & Publish Deals

• OA Fonds

• Institute/faculty funds

• Funding instruments (e.g. SNSF 
via ChronosHub)

• Researchers’ private funds

Funding options @Uni Bern

• OA Fonds to support APCs and BPCs 

for pure OA Gold journals

• Read & Publish Deals

The Open Access Price-tag for Authors

In Summary:

https://www.ub.unibe.ch/services/open_science/open_access/oa_fonds/index_eng.html
https://www.ub.unibe.ch/services/open_science/open_access/read_and_publish/index_eng.html


Services for OA Publishing
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Open Science Team

- Funding for Open Access Publication

- Infrastructures and support: BORIS, 

BORIS Theses, BOP

- OS workshops & courses

- 1:1 consulting

Visit us at http://www.unibe.ch/ub/openscience

or contact us under openscience@ub.unibe.ch

http://www.unibe.ch/ub/openscience
mailto:opensicenc@ub.unibe.ch


Thanks!

Dr. Andrea Hacker, Bern University Library, @ahacker, andrea.hacker@unibe.ch

April 26, 2022. ZOOM

Get in touch if you have questions


